Wind Farm Development At Blaengwen, nr. Pencader

Main relevant policies of Carmarthen District Local Plan

CPS2 Development will be permitted outside the settlement limits defined on the proposals map, only when:-

(i)
specific provision is made by other policies in the plan or by land-use allocations as shown on the proposals map; or

(ii)
the development is of playing fields or other outdoor recreational facilities on land adjacent to settlement limits; or

(iii) 
the development is for waste disposal and/or landfill operations;  renewable energy generation, flood alleviation schemes, telecommunications and operational development by public utilities;  

and where a countryside location is essential for the development concerned.

CPS11 The siting of new development should seek to reduce the visual impact and to harmonise with their surroundings by:-

(i) 
avoiding locations on prominent skylines or ridges;

(ii) 
taking advantage of site contours and change in level;

(iii) 
not adversely affecting prominent buildings, landscapes, open spaces or views from the site;

(iv) 
extending beyond existing natural boundaries which contain existing development;

(v) 
retaining as many landscape, ecological and geological features as possible

CC7 The following parts of the Plan area are proposed as Special Landscape Areas and the boundaries are shown on the Proposals Map:-

1.  The Carmarthen Bay Coastal Area.

2.  The Towy Valley.

3.  The Teifi Valley.

4.  Mynydd Llanllwni.

5.  The Cothi Valley.

6.  Mynydd Pencarreg.

7.  Eastern Cleddau Valley.

8.  Cych Valley.

Within the Special Landscape Areas development proposals should conserve or enhance the amenity and landscape character of the area or landscape features within or adjoining the Area.  Development which would have an adverse effect on the landscape quality of the area will be permitted only where such adverse impact might be overcome by the imposition of planning conditions.  Where appropriate, management agreements will be sought to secure landscape improvement, enhancement, and the proper and sympathetic management of the landscape.

CU4 Proposals which develop or utilise energy sources or which minimise energy requirements will be permitted provided that:-

(a)
they have regard to the character and amenity of the area;

(b)
they do not cause significant access, parking, amenity, nature conservation or public service provision problems;

(c)
they make use wherever possible of existing derelict or underused areas of land, or redundant buildings
CU5 Proposals for wind turbines, wind farms or groups of wind turbines will be permitted provided that the following criteria are met in full:-

(a) proposals, either individually or cumulatively with other wind turbine development would not have an adverse effect on the quality of the local environment; or on sites of nature conservation, historical or archaeological importance or agricultural value;

(b) the siting, design, layout and materials used should be in sympathy with the characteristics of the land-form, contours and existing features of the landscape;

(c) proposals do not adversely affect public safety, access or road traffic;

(d) ancillary works, buildings and structures are kept to a minimum and sited unobtrusively within the landscape, with due consideration given to the desirability of locating new connections to the National Grid underground;

(e) proposals should not lead to a significant increase in noise levels to the detriment of nearby residents;

(f) proposals should not lead to a significant increase in risk or nuisance to nearby residents or other members of the public arising from wind turbine operation, shadow flicker, radio or telecommunications interference;

(g) provision is made for the removal of temporary structures, plant and equipment from site after completion of construction;

(h)  provision is made for the removal of all structures, plant and equipment and turbines after six months of the turbine(s) being decommissioned;

(i) no turbine should be sited nearer than 400 metres from any dwelling house.  The distance may be reduced when taking into consideration site-specific conditions.
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