	ITEM 1. 9



	APPLICATION NO: P/2006/160

	DATE: 06/02/2006

	PROPOSAL:

ERECTION AND OPERATION OF A 70 METRE METEOROLOGICAL MONITORING MAST


	LOCATION:

FORESTRY COMMISSION LAND AT BRYN LLYDAN, APPROX 1.2 KM NORTH OF, GLYNCORRWG, PORT TALBOT SA133BE

	APPLICANT:

AIRTRICITY HOLDINGS LTD

	TYPE:


Full Plans

	WARD:                           Glyncorrwg


BACKGROUND INFORMATION

a.
Structure/Local Plan Policies

West Glamorgan Structure Plan (Review No.2);

Policy C5 – Development in the open countryside.

Policy EQ2 – Renewable energy.

Borough of Port Talbot Local Plan (Deposit Draft):

Policy E11 – Development in the open countryside.

Policy E18 - Special landscape areas


Policy E27 – Renewable energy.

Deposit Draft Unitary Development Plan:

Policy 1 – Countryside

Policy 19 – Opportunities to create energy from renewable resources will be encouraged provided that unacceptable impacts are not created.

Policy ENV 1 – Development in the countryside.

Policy ENV 3 – Impacts on the countryside.

b.
Other Policies


None.

c.
Relevant Planning History


None.

d.
Responses to Consultations


Site notices displayed.


Advertisement in the local press.


Number of properties consulted: 2


Number of replies received: 1

The objections relate to:

1. Adverse effect on visual amenity as the mast will be 200 feet        high many times the height of surrounding trees;

2. The mast is close to the village of Glyncorrwg;

3. The excavation for the guy ropes may effect wildlife;

4. Planning applications for anemometer masts should be deferred until the Council’s policy on Tan 8 is determined;

5. The application is contrary to the Council’s policy on developing tourism in the Afan Valley;

6. The legality of placing mast on Forestry Commission land;

7. Is the site in a “green belt”;

8. There are rare birds nearby;

9. There are badgers in the area;


10. The effect on archaeological sites.


Statutory Consultees:

Countryside Council for Wales: The proposal will not have significant effect of the natural heritage.

APPRAISAL

The application seeks permission for the erection of an anemometer (wind monitoring) mast for a period of up to 24 months. The site is located on Forestry Commission land at Mynydd Blaen-nant-du approximately 1.20 kilometres north of Glyncorrwg on high ground approx. 480 metres AOD. 

The proposed mast is of a single tube construction with a diameter of 198 mm tapering to 168 mm and a height of approximately 70 metres. The mast is held in place by four anchors placed 35 metres from the base of the mast. The excavation works are only nominal because there are no foundations at the base of the mast. The mast “floats” on a number of timbers laid on the ground. There are five anchor points, 4 long term anchors to hold the mast and one used for winching during the erection/lowering. Each anchor requires a hole 2 metres deep, 1.5 metres long and 1.0 metres wide Access to the site is via Forestry Commission tracks to the south east of the proposal site.

With regard to rural amenity and impact on the countryside, it should be noted that the site is clearly located in an isolated, elevated prominent position in the landscape. However due to the distance from surrounding settlements and the in view of the relatively small diameter of the mast it is considered that there will be no undue loss of visual amenity or detrimental impact on the surrounding upland area.  There are two Bridleways 25 and 32 adjacent to the site a note will be included to protect these public rights of way.

The site is located is open countryside as defined in the Unitary Development Plan (Deposit Draft) policy ENV 1(e) applies, this policy supports, when necessary, developments in relation to renewable energy generation. The proposal is therefore in line with recent local and national policies which encourage the investigation of sites for wind farms subject to environmental considerations. The proposal is, therefore considered as acceptable in the short term in order to obtain essential data.

The following comments are in response to the respective objections raised: 

1. Visual amenity has been addressed above;

2. The mast is approximately 1.2 kilometres from the village;

3. The excavation works are nominal;

4. The application is for a mast only;

5. The mast will not have any material effect on tourism;

6. A private application can be made on the land, subject to the agreement of the Forestry Commission.

7. There are no Green Belts in Wales; and the site is not within a special landscape area.

8&9.
CCW are satisfied with the proposal;

10. There are no known archaeological sites affected.

RECOMMENDATION:
Approval with Conditions
CONDITIONS;

(1)The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of two years from the date of this permission.

Reason

To comply with the requirements of Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.

(2) The development hereby granted shall expire two years from the date of this permission.

Reason

In the interest of visual amenity.

